Date:
July 8, 2007
To:
John Doe*, Research Assistant, Biological Sciences

From:
Santa Clause, SI Coordinator

RE:
Report on Supplemental Instruction for Biology 100, Winter 2007
During the Winter Term 2002, Jane College provided Supplemental Instruction (SI) for the students in Biology 102:  Biology and Living I.  Following is a narrative summary of the results.

Throughout the term, SI sessions were offered 45 times to the students in Biology 102.  Altogether, 56 students from the total graded enrollment of 87 (64%) utilized the service. There were 304 student contact hours provided by the SI leader.  The mean number of sessions attended by SI participants was 5, indicating that many students attended regularly.

The mean final course grade for the participants was 2.6 as compared to 1.6 for the non-participants.  Also noteworthy is the difference in grades of D, F, and W between the SI attendees 15/56 (27%) and the non-attendees 19/31 (61%).  The 34 students who attended 1-4 sessions earned a mean course grade of 2.2; the 9 who attended 5-8 sessions earned a mean course grade of 2.9; and the 12 who attended more than 9 sessions had a mean course grade of 3.5.  These data suggest that those who attend regularly benefit more from SI than those who only attend before exams.  The data also suggest that the students who attend SI have lower D, F, W rates than those who do not.

The mean score of how helpful the students perceived the sessions to be was high (4.3).  That score along with the observations of the mentor and the comments from students suggest that Jane did a fine job as SI leader for this class.  Typical comments include,  “Jane did an excellent job clarifying and supplementing material we covered in lectures.”  And, “[Jane] helped me to push myself and really know the material, not just pass the exam.”

We consider it a privilege to work in partnership with you to help UMKC students succeed academically.  If you have any questions or comments, please feel free to call me.

CC:
So and So:  Assistant Dean, Undergraduate Programs

Officer Director of Curriculum


Such and Such:  Interim Dean, School of Biological

Sciences

This and That:  Director, Center for Academic Development

* Names have been changed to protect the innocent!





