70 the Honorable /”dyﬂl‘ af Aansas é’/% Aansas 5/% M,

Dear Sir: A Hibernian gentloman once olosed an inpassimed epistte to hin
sweelheart with the words: 1f you fall G receive Chis lotter, of course you with fnow it
kas misearried] " to which pleasing bt of phithsaphy [ nay add the consoling supgestion that
2 witl rever Know the extent af pour /rr/l;’fa/‘b‘«/(e,

The whinsieal fancies of the origivators of the great batl hell here tr-nipht have
led them to insist that [ write this tetler, and as at this /e/‘/'oc/ o[f the worli & é/[ftwy the
ayor of @ munizfpallty is expected to be the servant of the public in ofl matters, from the
care of publle sewers to the entertuinment of distinpuished guests, it would doubttess be
oonsidered bad form ix me lo refuse a compllance with the requests aforesui Aecordingly, |
streteh my hand across the coming Century to olasp the shadowy fingers of the wnborn
mayor of 2007, indubying, af the same Gine, the Choupht that mayhap he witl in turn reach
tis hend back aoross the chasm of the then dead twenticth century to olasp the
wsubstantied figers of my shade,

Standing wpon the threshold of the new century, we look backward and survey 700
Years of the most wonderful progress of the worll sice tine bogan. Between the birth and
death of nineteenth century s compassed more of progress and achicvement than ix oY the
ages that have rotled over the earth,

Within its //o/éf span the ov cart has Jrven //aae lo the lpcomotive, wooden sard
vessele to steed tovinthans, propelled by steanm, that plow the waves of every seq; the
lelograph and telophone have Caken The place of mounted courters, the daty paper has
wsurped the provivce of the weekly and monthly perisdioat) seience has measured the
wiverse axd wephted wnd wnalyzed the remotest star that shires in space; the tite of
cllization has swept from far east of the Mlississippi to the coast of the Faeqfic avean,
lransforming impeneliable forests wd trackloss praies into happy homes, ad dotting
frutful val Teys with vitlages, towns, and miphty cities,

Typieal of this wonderfud advancement, Lypical of the century, most typical of ite
progress, energy, ceaseless and inresistible advance, Co that oty over which you shatl
have, upon the recept 0/ this e/a/&’t/a, the honor Co /m&/&@ Withi a /eﬁ/ﬂ/ 0f Uhree
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decades, (¢ has boen transformed from a struggling hanbet of cabins to a ofty of 765,000
soulle and together with its twix sister, Kansas City, Kas., embraces a poputation of rearty
a quarter of a mithion pegple. (ts advance i industriad achiovement has more than kept pace
with the //mmté of /qaa/af/w(, 1t s the center af a network of /‘a/%m% /‘eaaé/}g/ o
every state wd lorritory of the wnion, [ts fulure greatuess is assured, so far an anything
lerrestiid may be regarded as certuir, [o-day Kansas City, Queen of the West and
Southwest, dowered with youtth and strenpth, belted with hope and andbition, wieldling the
soepter af Supremacy over a erritory vaster than the empire of fe/‘m/% richer than Che
valley of the Nite i the days of the Pharaoks, turns her boautiful face toward the sunrise
af the Cwenticth century and sends faa(f/ew/ to her chitdren af the L‘wez(b%f/}‘@f,

This lotter is written at a great ball] attended by 70,000 of o oitisens, to
cebobrate the norning of the new ae/(b‘«/y-—éaﬁa, wnder ape /‘000{ are /«lfé@ﬁea/ the men who
buitt and made fansas City great. (ff by ary chance, this totter should reach your hand
wd be gpened at a sinilar babl kel 700 years from Chis date, it mayhap with reach the
ears of a larger audience, ix which witl be gathered the wit wnd beauty of your day, but it
with wot be listened o by more handsome ladles thax the women of Missowrs, congregated
here Conght—women with cheeks the migpled bloom of peach and rose, whose eyes have
stoton Their azuwre from the skies, or robbed the nipht of ol its sabled charms; with brows
and wecks softer than sativ, whiter than the ity s spotloss bosom; with haie e floss of
sitl, spun ito fvest threads by Magie s wondious looms, cotored with sunshive & golé or
raven black or nut brown lints; with lps that can shame The cherrivs in their rpest blush,
the bed of Kisses, honeyed words and bove; with forms that mpht wrirg tears of envy from
the stony eyes of marble Juns; with hearts warmer than the breast of Venus when first
prerced by Cupid s fiery durt—they move across the ballioon s poliished ftoor i perfect
acoord with music & mebodles, the embodiment of lorrestrial grace and //0/7, lh 2007 Jou
nay have greater concourse of pegple at your ball] but the flower of youwr womanhood with
not exceed the awyﬁe/ate/ loveliness here zfa-/@}/éb‘,

Concluding this somewhat remarhabte epistte, allow e o express, for ol the pegple
of Kawsas (i, the hape that when the sun of the twenty-first century shall rise (¢ with
fotl apon the spires and mixarels of a miphty Anerivan oity, ard gill them Gl they glow



with gtory; wd may it abeo lpht the homes of millions of hagpy, contented and prosperous
peapte.

[ have the honor, siv, Co convey Uhis message from the cftizens of the present o the
ertizens af the fat«/‘e,
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