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Wha t is 24- Month STEM Extension OPT?

24- Month STEM Extension OPT (a lso known as “STEM OPT” and “STEM”) is an extension for 
24- months (2 yea rs) for students completing their 12- Month Post- Completion OPT.    

While 12- Month Post- Completion OPT is ava ilable to every student tha t gradua tes with a  
Bachelor’s, Master’s or Doctora te degree, the STEM Extension is only ava ilable for those students 
with a  degree in a  STEM field: 

These a re the Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics fields –  hence “STEM”. 

How do you know tha t you a re in a  STEM field?



For STEM OPT Extension, students must ha ve 
gra dua ted from in a  STEM CIP degree progra m. 

The CIP Code number is found on the I-20 next  to your degree progra m na me. 
It  is a  six- digit  number, with the first  two numbers sepa ra ted by a  decima l point :
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To check to see if your CIP is a  STEM eligible code, please go to Eligible CIP Codes 
for the STEM OPT Extension | Study in the Sta tes (dhs.gov). 
(You can Google STEM CIP codes to find it a lso.)

https://studyinthestates.dhs.gov/stem-opt-hub/additional-resources/eligible-cip-codes-for-the-stem-opt-extension#:%7E:text=DHS%20determined%20a%20%E2%80%9CSTEM%20field%E2%80%9D%20is%20a%20field,sciences%20%28CIP%20code%2040%29%20or%20a%20related%20field.
https://studyinthestates.dhs.gov/stem-opt-hub/additional-resources/eligible-cip-codes-for-the-stem-opt-extension#:%7E:text=DHS%20determined%20a%20%E2%80%9CSTEM%20field%E2%80%9D%20is%20a%20field,sciences%20%28CIP%20code%2040%29%20or%20a%20related%20field.


You must be employed when you apply, unlike with 
12- Month Post- Completion OPT. 

Your employer must be E-Verified.  (It is easy and free 
for Employers to enroll in the E-Verify program.)

The employment must still be rela ted to your degree 
program.  

You must apply using a  “STEM- Requested” I-20.  
To a pply without tha t I-20 will result in a  denia l.
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To be eligible - -  



The STEM Extension is a n 
Extension of your current 12-
Month Post- Completion OPT.  
Tha t mea ns tha t it  will sta rt  
the da y a fter your OPT ends. 

You ca nnot select new da tes, 
a nd you must a pply to USCIS 
a t lea st  four da ys before your 
end- da te on your EAD ca rd. 



Students ca n submit  their a pplica t ion 
using the USCIS porta l ninety (90) da ys 
before the end- da te on their EAD ca rd. 

If a  student  a pplies before tha t  t ime, it  
is too ea rly a nd will result  in a  denia l.

Student  should not  wa it  too close to 
their OPT end da te to submit  their 
documents to ISAO. They should submit  
them for review a t  lea st  two weeks 
before their end- da te. 

6

Remember:  You must ha ve the STEM- Requested I-20 from our office before you submit your a pplica tion to 
USCIS.  To submit it without the I-20 from our office will result in a  denia l. 
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• 24- Month STEM OPT Checklist

• The 24- Month STEM OPT Employer Form

• The I-983

• Copy of the Receipt for Fee payment for 
our office ($200).  This is nonrefundable.

Wha t to submit to ISAO for the STEM- Requested I-20?



Found on our webpage 
(https://www.umkc.edu/isao/current-
students/employment/optiona l- practica l-
tra ining.html) a t this link: 

https://www.umkc.edu/isao/docs/checklist-24-
month- stem.pdf: 
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The 24- Month STEM OPT 
Checklist

https://www.umkc.edu/isao/current-students/employment/optional-practical-training.html
https://www.umkc.edu/isao/current-students/employment/optional-practical-training.html
https://www.umkc.edu/isao/current-students/employment/optional-practical-training.html
https://www.umkc.edu/isao/docs/checklist-24-month-stem.pdf
https://www.umkc.edu/isao/docs/checklist-24-month-stem.pdf
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The Checklist has the other three items tha t 
must be submitted to our office toward the 
top of the list .

You do not need to submit the other 
documents to our office, but the Checklist 
is va luable to review wha t is needed for the 
STEM OPT Extension applica tion with 
USCIS. 

We no longer review the I-765 for students.  
Do not print this out for us review it .  The 
USCIS system can see this a s a  student 
submitting their applica tion and it will 
result in a  denia l.



The Employer Form for the 24-
Month STEM a pplica t ion is 
found on our webpa ge.  
You should select  tha t  you a re 
a pplying for STEM.  Include your 
current  US a ddress.  
The employment  a ddress should 
be the a ctua l loca t ion where you 
work, not  the compa ny’s 
hea dqua rters.  If you a re 
working remotely, you should  
put  the compa ny loca t ion 
closest  to your home, not  your 
home a ddress.
If you a re pla nning on a pplying 
with more tha n one employer, 
plea se be a wa re tha t  you must  
work a t  a  minimum of twenty 
(20) hours for ea ch STEM 
employer.  You must  a lso submit  
a  sepa ra te Employer Form a nd 
I- 983 for ea ch employer you a re 
working for a t  the t ime of 
submit t ing the a pplica t ion. 
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Must be submitted  to our office before the 
STEM- Requested I-20 ca n be genera ted.

Must  ha ve a  signa ture where indica ted or it  
ca nnot  be a ccepted. These ca n be digita l.

Do not  put  a nything on pa ge 5 for the 
a pplica t ion, a s the eva lua t ions a re for the 
one- yea r a nniversa ry of the STEM sta rt  da te, 
a nd for the end of the STEM period. The fina l 
eva lua t ion is a lso when you quit  one employer 
to sta rt  a t  a nother employer.

Students do not  uploa d the I- 983 in their 
a pplica t ion to USCIS.  They only uploa d them 
to our office.
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The 
I-983:

The I- 983 ca n be found through our webpa ge or by going to 
ht tps://www.ice.gov/doclib/sevis/pdf/ i983.pdf. 

https://www.ice.gov/doclib/sevis/pdf/i983.pdf


Pa ge 1 – The informa t ion ca n be ta ken from your I-20.  The SEVIS School Code of the 
School Recommending STEM OPT is KAN214F0063600
The DSO conta ct  informa tion is Joyce Wa rd, 816-235-1113.  Your SEVIS number is on the 
upper left  corner of your I-20 a nd sta tes:  SEVIS ID:  N00XXXXXXXX. 
The STEM OPT Requested  Period : From da te: the da y a fter the end- da te on your 12-
Month Post- Complet ion EAD ca rd; To da te:  two yea rs minus one da y from tha t  da te.
Put  your Degree Progra m a nd  the CIP code found the front  of your I-20, then your level 
(Ba chelors, Ma sters, Doctora te).
The Da te Awa rded  would be the end- da te of your la st  semester  – Ma y 12th, 2023, or  
July 28th, 2023.
Do not  select  yes on the Prior Degree unless it  is a n ent irely different  degree you wish to 
use.  (If so, plea se rea ch out  to ISAO rega rding your a pplica t ion.)
The Employment  Authoriza t ion Number is on your EAD ca rd.

Pa ge 2 – The sta rt  da te of employment  is the da te tha t  you sta rt  STEM OPT t ra ining with 
your current  employer.  It  refers to the sta rt  da te of your STEM OPT period , not  when you 
sta rted working with your employer.  This should be completed by the Employer.

Pa ge 3 – Completed by both the Employer a nd the Student  together.  

Pa ge 4 – Ca n be signed by a nyone from the Employer with Signa tory Authority – does 
not  ha ve to be the student ’s supervisor.

Pa ge 5 – Do not  fill in a nything on this pa ge.  This is for future use.
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PAYMENT TO 
USCIS FOR STEM
The pa yment  for the STEM a pplica t ion to USCIS 
is $410.00. This will cha nge to $470.00 April 1st , 
2024.   

There is a  Premium Processing a va ila ble from 
USCIS.  It  is a n a ddit iona l $1,500.  This a mount  
will cha nge to $1,685.00 on Februa ry 26th.

Since students a pplying for their STEM Extension 
ca n work for 180 da ys from the da te of their 
Receipt  Notice without  receiving the STEM EAD 
ca rd , this a dded request  a nd expense usua lly not  
necessa ry. 

Pa yment for the STEM a pplica t ion will be 
expected  to be ma de a t  the end  of the 
a pp lica t ion.



1st

2nd

3rd

4th

Check your da te to a pply. Remember:  You ca nnot  a pply 
before ninety (90) da ys before the end- da te on your EAD 
ca rd, a nd you must  ha ve a  STEM- Requested  I- 20 to a pp ly. 

Work with your Employer on the I- 983.  Signa tures ca n be 
digita l.  But  the form must  be signed.  This is a  government  
requirement . 

Submit  the correct ly completed a nd signed I- 983 a long 
with the Employer Form, checklist  a nd the receipt  of the 
Fee pa yment  to our office.  Uploa d everything using the 
Secure Document  Uploa d tool.  This should be done no 
la ter tha n two weeks before the end of the 12- Month Post-
Complet ion OPT.  

Receive your STEM- Request  I- 20.  Review the I- 20 to ma ke 
sure everything is correct .  Rea d the direct ions included in 
the ema il rega rding how to a pply for the STEM Extension 
through USCIS.
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Wha t to do - -  a nd when to do it . . . 

Apply!                              



After you receive the receipt  not ice of the STEM a pplica t ion, wa it  
a  couple of da ys, then go into the Ca se Sta tus to ma ke sure tha t  
your a ddress is correct .  (Even if you ha ve not  moved from the 
a ddress tha t  your origina l EAD ca rd wa s sent , you should st ill 
verify your a ddress is correct .) 

Students a pplying for the 24- Month STEM Extension 
OPT a re a llowed to work 180 da ys from the da te on 
their  Receipt  Notice, even if they do not  receive their 
STEM EAD ca rd until a fter their 12- Month Post-
Complet ion OPT period ends.  
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After you a pply, remember to:  



Uploa d copies of the STEM EAD ca rd, front  a nd 
ba ck, using the Secure Document  Uploa d tool. 

You a re required to submit  the Va lida t ion Report  every six 
months.  We will send you the form when you receive your 
STEM- Requested I- 20.  Follow the direct ions on the form.

Students on STEM ca nnot  cha nge employers in the SEVP 
porta l themselves.  They must  submit  a  new Employer 
Form, the fina l eva lua t ion on pa ge 5 from the I- 983 from 
their previous employer a nd a  completely new a nd 
completed I- 983 for their new employer. Students ca n 
sta rt  working before the informa t ion is upda ted.

2023

Remember –  After you 
receive your STEM EAD ca rd:
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Questions?

Thank you!
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