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This year provided amazing opportunities to connect undergraduate researchers, scholars, & artists to new 
places and ways to “expand the horizons of knowledge ”. Shortly after last spring ’s newsletter, we moved into our 
new office space on the 4th floor of Miller Nichols Library, the first time for the UR&CS program to have a central 
location. Interested students and faculty drop in to learn about undergraduate research and how to get involved. 
Those already engaged visit to ask questions, receive support for a concern, or share accomplishments.  

With so many of our programs being robust and steadfast already, there ’s also been growth and evolution. The 
visual identity that was created by a Media, Art & Design intern last spring has developed into new t - shirts, 
stickers, brochures, and workshop materials. We matched 31 Undergraduate Research Associates with mentors 
from across campus —a 25% increase from last year. We added four new EUReka! courses to the roster so even 
more students can combine their coursework with learning how to conduct and present their research with clarity 
and confidence.  

We revamped our Connecting to a Faculty Mentor workshop to help them find and reach out to faculty whose 
research they were interested in. We created a new overview of UR&CS that could be used for online, 
asynchronous classes. We developed a short video to go over budget considerations when preparing for SUROP 
& SEARCH grants. And we considered ways to refine how to support students to link their undergraduate 
research experiences to how it is preparing them for their careers.  

And we look forward to the opportunities to continue to refine and expand the way we support students and 
mentors engaged in making the most out of undergraduate research & creative scholarship.  



Plan Ahead for Fall 2026 
 

Undergraduate Research Associates  
Faculty interested in mentoring an Undergraduate 

Research Associate through the Federal Work - Study 

Program should email Alicen Lundberg at 

lundberga@umkc.edu . A call for projects will go out 

this summer with hiring of new Associates in August.  

 

SUROP Poster Symposium  
10:00 am - 2:00 pm, Thursday, Sept. 3, 2026  

Students with Summer Undergraduate Research 

Opportunity (SUROP) Grants will present posters in 

Miller Nichols Learning Center Lobby.  

 

SEARCH Grant Funding  
Students may apply for up to $1,500 in reimbursable 

research expenses for student - led, faculty - mentored 

projects undertaken during the academic year.  

Applications Due: Friday, Sept. 18, 2026 at 5:00 pm  

 

Undergraduate Research Fellows  
Students who have been deeply engaged in the 

process of research, scholarly, and artistic production 

from the point of inquiry to publication, presentation, or 

performance may apply to be recognized with this 

transcript designation. This is the last deadline for 

December 2026 graduation candidates.  

Applications Due: Thursday, Oct. 1, 2026  

 

URD@C Nominations  
Undergraduate Research Day at the Capitol highlights 

the unique opportunities available to students at 

Missouri ’s public research universities. Faculty may 

nominate undergraduate researchers, scholars, and 

artists to present at this event.  

Nominations Due: Sunday, Nov. 1, 2026  

 

Fall Symposium of Undergraduate Research 

& Creative Scholarship  
2:00 – 3:15 pm, Wednesday, Nov. 18, 2026 and  

10:00 am – 4:00 pm, Thursday, Nov. 19, 2026  

Undergraduate students are invited to share their 

research, scholarly, and creative projects at this 

poster symposium. The symposium will also feature 

work from students enrolled in Fall EUReka! Classes.  

Registrations Due: Monday, Nov. 2, 2026  

Undergraduate Research 
       Creative Scholarship 
umkc.edu/undergraduate - research  

The Office of Undergraduate Research &  

Creative Scholarship (UR&CS) supports high - impact 

learning opportunities by funding the work of 

undergraduate researchers, scholars, and artists; linking 

students with research opportunities; providing 

opportunities for students to enhance intellectual and 

career - building skills; and supporting faculty mentorship.  

Leadership 
Jane Greer, Ph.D., Director  

greerj@umkc.edu  

Alicen Lundberg, Assistant Director  
lundberga@umkc.edu  

Faculty Advisory Board 
Shuhao Cao, Mathematics  

Alison Graettinger, Earth & Environmental Science  

Amanda Grimes, Health Sciences  

Kimberly Johnson, Multicultural Student Affairs  

School of Education, Social Work, & Psychological Sciences  

Spencer Keralis,  Digital Scholarship Services  

Debra Leiter,  Political Science  

Zhongjin Li , Economics  

Jesse Lowe, Computer Science  

Hillary McGraw, Biological Sciences  

Zahra Niroobakhsh, Mechanical Engineering  

Paul Rulis, Physics  

Maria Spletter, Biological Sciences  

Matthew Vangjel, Trumpet  

Westley Youngren, Psychology  

Student Ambassadors 
Jacqueline Gildo, Business Administration, ‘27 

Ian Hilderbrand, Sociology and Film & Media Arts, ‘27 

David Keltner, Physics, ‘26  

Key ’Rra Moore, Psychology, ‘26  

Bianca Alessandra Paraiso Smith, Biology: Clinical Lab Science, ‘26  

Wylie Putnam, Physics, Chemistry, and Biology, ‘26  
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Presentations of Distinction 
26th Annual Symposium of Undergraduate Research & Creative Scholarship 

Laila Stevenson, Communication, ’27  

“Black Girl Voices, Memory, and Editorial 

Power in Southeast High School Yearbooks ” 

Mentor: Dr. Jane Greer  

Arts & Humanities 

Ainsley Pickering, Psychology and 

Criminal Justice & Criminology, ‘26  

& 

Hadley Cotton, Psychology, ‘27  

“Targeted Dream Incubation: Using Positive 

Affect to Reduce Nightmare Distress ” 

Mentor: Dr. Westley Youngren  

Behavioral & Social Sciences 

Deming Lei, Computer Science, ’26  

“Cross - Continental Validation of a Deep 

Learning Segmentation Model for Oral Cancer 

Pathology Images ” 

Mentor: Dr. Rong “Rose ” Wang  

Computing & Engineering 

Olivia Fritz, Biology, ’26  

“Absenteeism Associated with School - Based 

Acute Respiratory Illness in K - 12 Students and 

Staff in Kansas City, Missouri, 2024 - 2025”  

Mentors: Drs. Jennifer Goldman and Jennifer 

Schuster (Children ’s Mercy Hospital)  

Johnny Diep, Physics, Mathematics & 

Statistics, and Computer Science, ‘26  

& 

David Keltner, Physics and Mathematics & 

Statistics, ‘26  

“Development of Machine - Learned Interatomic 

Potentials for Modelling Amorphization of SiO2 

Surfaces Via Argon Bombardment ” 

Mentor: Dr. Paul Rulis  

Abram Inman, Electrical & Computer 

Engineering, ’26  

"Vapor Phase Covalent Organic Frameworks for 

Thermally Conductive Low - k Dielectrics"  

Mentor: Dr. Michelle Paquette  

Physical & Natural Sciences 

Wylie Putnam, Physics, Chemistry, and 

Biology, ‘26  

"Characterization of Malassezia pachydermatis 

Isolates from the Oral Cavity of Kansas 

Canines"  

Mentor: Dr. Theodore White  

Nermeen Salamed, Biology and  

Chemistry, ’26  

“Bruno1 RNA - Binding Protein Isoforms Prevent 

Muscle Degeneration During Indirect Flight 

Muscle Formation in Drosophila ” 

Mentor: Dr. Maria Spletter  

Preston Santo, Biology and Chemistry, ‘26  

"Analysis of Macrocyclic Peptides for Future 

Antibiotic Use"  

Mentor: Dr. Justin Randall  

Biological & Life Sciences 

KC Works 

Please share news of your students ’ accomplishments: Projects, presentations, publications, 

performances, or external research experiences? Email to Alicen Lundberg at lundberga@umkc.edu . 

mailto:lundberga@umkc.edu?subject=UR%20Student%20Accomplishment
mailto:lundberga@umkc.edu?subject=UR%20Student%20Accomplishment
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In the role of Manager of 

Nationally Competitive 

Awards in UMKC Career 

Services, I support students 

as they explore and apply 

for nationally and 

internationally competitive 

scholarships, fellowships, 

and awards such as Fulbright, Gilman, Boren, 

Goldwater, NSF GRFP, Truman, and others.  

A large part of my work is helping students 

understand which opportunities may be a good fit, 

supporting them through the application process, 

reviewing essays, coordinating campus nomination 

or review processes, and helping students tell their 

stories in a strong and authentic way. I also work 

closely with faculty, staff, and campus partners to 

identify students who may be strong candidates for 

these opportunities and to build a stronger awards 

culture at UMKC.  

As a first - generation student and current graduate 

student in UMKC ’s Master of Public Administration 

program, I understand how important it is for 

students to have guidance, encouragement, and 

access to opportunities they may not have known 

were possible.  

What is one thing you wish all UMKC students 
knew about nationally competitive scholarships 
and awards? 
One thing I wish all UMKC students knew is that 

these opportunities are not only for students who 

already see themselves as “perfect ” candidates. 

Many students rule themselves out before they ever 

apply, but nationally competitive awards are often 

looking for students with strong purpose, curiosity, 

leadership, service, research interests, global 

engagement, or a clear commitment to their field.  

Applying is also a valuable process in itself. Even 

when students are not selected, they gain 

experience writing about their goals, clarifying their 

future plans, connecting with mentors, and learning 

how to present themselves professionally.  

Meet Manager of Nationally Competitive Awards  
Misty Vaughn 

What can faculty do to help students become 
competitive for nationally competitive 
scholarships and awards? 
Faculty play such an important role in helping 

students become competitive applicants. One of 

the most helpful things faculty can do is identify 

and encourage students early. Sometimes a 

student needs to hear from a faculty member, “You 

would be a strong candidate for this, ” before they 

believe it themselves.  

Faculty can also help by connecting students to 

research, writing strong and specific 

recommendation letters, encouraging students to 

revise and strengthen their application materials, 

and referring students to my office early in the 

process. The earlier students begin thinking about 

these opportunities, the more time they have to 

build the experiences, relationships, and clarity 

needed for a strong application.  

What have you found unique about UMKC 
students? 
What I have found unique about UMKC students is 

how driven, thoughtful, and community - minded 

they are. Many of our students are balancing 

school, work, family responsibilities, leadership 

roles, research, and service, yet they still find ways 

to pursue meaningful opportunities and make an 

impact.  

UMKC students bring powerful lived experiences, 

strong academic interests, and a deep connection 

to their communities. I enjoy helping students 

recognize that those experiences are strengths. It 

is very rewarding to watch students grow in 

confidence throughout the application process and 

begin to see themselves as competitive for 

opportunities they may not have imagined before.  

Learn More 

https://www.umkc.edu/career - services/awards/  

Email: mrvaughn@umkc.edu  

https://www.umkc.edu/career-services/awards/
https://www.umkc.edu/career-services/awards/
mailto:mhymer@umkc.edu
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Tyler Center Fellows 2025 

Mary Brooks, China 
International Studies and Sociology, 2028  

“To Analyze the Linguistic Landscape of the Shanghai Metro ” 

Faculty Mentor: Dr. Susanna Donaldson  

Emmanuel Fabian, Peru 
Film & Media Arts and Spanish, 2026  

“The Bridge Between Two Nations: The Japanese - Peruvian 

Nikkei Community of Peru ” 

Faculty Mentor: Dr. Alberto Villamandos  

Annabelle Griffin, The Bahamas 
Biology, 2026  

“Assessing Climate Change Impacts on Patch Reef 

Biodiversity in San Salvador, Bahamas Using 3D Modeling ” 

Faculty Mentor: Dr. Tina Niemi  

Anna Nejedlo, Guatemala 
Geology, 2026  

“Investigating Subsurface Fault Structures in Antigua, 

Guatemala Using Passive Seismic Surveys ” 

Faculty Mentor: Dr. Tina Niemi  

Tyler Center Fellows 2026 

Lila Alvarado, Guatemala 
Geology, 2027  

“Earthquake - Resistant Construction and Seismic Resilience 

of San Agustín Church in Antigua, Guatemala ” 

Faculty Mentor: Dr. Tina Niemi  

Isabel Ball, Italy 
Music Education, 2029  

“Comparing Classical Music Programming in Florence and 

Kansas City ” 

Faculty Mentor: Dr. Stewart Duncan  

Sahar Faizan, Spain 
Political Science, 2028  

“From Silence to Voice: Women ’s Political Agency and 

Foreign Policy Influence in Post - Constitutional Spain ” 

Faculty Mentor: Dr. Debra Leiter  

Danny Faust, Canada 
Political Science, 2026  

“Cross‑Border Politics in Print: American Themes in Quebec ’s 

English‑Language Election Materials ” 

Faculty Mentor: Dr. Greg Vonnahme  

Elizabeth Feldkamp, Guatemala 
Urban Planning + Design, 2028  

“Mapping Earthquake Damage and Seismic Resilience in 

Antigua, Guatemala ” 

Faculty Mentor: Dr. Tina Niemi  

Claudia Perez, Chile 
Chemistry and  Biology, 2027  

“Comparative Ecological Restoration and Environmental 

Policy Analysis in Chile and Kansas City ” 

Faculty Mentor: Dr. Caroline Davies  

Anthony Westrope, The Bahamas 
Psychology, 2026  

“Assessing Hurricane Melissa ’s Effects on Coastal 

Landscapes and Nearshore Environments in San Salvador 

Island ” 

Faculty Mentor: Dr. Tina Niemi  

Tyler Center Fellowships  

The national Tyler Center for Global Studies, hosted at Florida State University, has named UMKC as a 

partner institution in 2023, 2025, & 2026. The program aims to encourage undergraduate students to 

pursue global research to positively shape the future.  
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 Alex Alonso  
Chemistry, Biology, and Health 
Sciences, ’27  

“Food Is Medicine in Practice: The 
UMKC FoodFARMacy and Relevance 
for Missouri Communities ” 

Faculty Mentor: Dr. Kelsey Gardiner  

 Jacqueline Gildo  
Business Administration, ‘27  

“Scaling Controlled Environment 
Agriculture: Growing Food and 
Growing Opportunity ” 

Faculty Mentor: Dr. Angela Cottrell  

        

 Amgad Benkhadra  
Biology, ‘26  

“From Zebrafish to Missouri: Wnt 
Signaling and Hair Cell Regeneration 
in Sensory Health ” 

Faculty Mentor: Dr. Hillary McGraw  

 Mohammad Jarrad  
Biology and Chemistry, ’27  

“From Zebrafish to Missouri: Wnt 
Signaling and Hair Cell Regeneration 
in Sensory Health ” 

Faculty Mentor: Dr. Hillary McGraw  
        

 Grace Brandner  
Biology and Chemistry, ’26  

“Role of CERT1 in Hair Cell 
Development ” 

Faculty Mentor: Drs. Xiaolan Yao 
and Hillary McGraw  

 Erica Ludy  
Biology, ’27  

“Understanding Budding Behavior in 
Yeast Cells Under Stressful 
Conditions ” 

Faculty Mentor: Dr. Saul Honigberg  

        

 Liv Courtney  
Environmental Science, ’26  

“Analysis of Urban Heat Island at 
UMKC Bus Stops to Understand 
Impacts on Vulnerable Populations ” 

Faculty Mentor: Dr. Alison 
Graettinger  

 Savy Nistala  
Six - Year Medicine, ‘30  

“Artificial Intelligence & Machine 
Learning in Non - Small Cell Lung 
Cancer ” 

Faculty Mentor: Dr. Saman Zeeshan  

        

 Sienna Ficken  
Biology, ’26  

“The  Role of Bru1, an RNA Binding 
Protein, in Drosophila Indirect Flight 
Muscles as a Model to Understand 
Muscular Dystrophic Conditions ” 

Faculty Mentor: Dr. Maria Spletter  

 Kaitlyn Schebaum  
Criminal Justice & Criminology, ‘27  

“SAVE KC: A Process Evaluation of a 
Gun Violence Focused Deterrence 
Initiative ” 

Faculty Mentor: Dr. Seth Fallik  

    

 Olivia Fritz  
Biology, ’26  

“Role of CERT1 in Hair Cell 
Development  

Faculty Mentor: Drs. Xiaolan Yao 
and Hillary McGraw  

 Alexandria Woerth  
History and English, ’26  

“Cantorales in the Americas and 
Beyond ” 

Faculty Mentor: Dr. Virginia Blanton  

Students Represent UMKC in Jefferson City  
UMKC students presented their research in Jefferson City at UM System ’s Undergraduate Research Day at 

the Capitol in March 2026. State senators, representatives, legislative staff, and members of the public who 

attended this poster session learned how participating in research contributes to students ’ academic 

success as well as to positive outcomes for the state ’s economy, technological advancement, public health 

outcomes, and cultural opportunities.  
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Students Circulate Research at Campus Symposia 
Thoughout the year, more than 530 students presented more than 260 projects at campus events through the 

Office of Undergraduate Research & Creative Scholarship. These projects include investigating how 

absenteeism was associated with acute respiratory illness in KC schools, exploring how archived student -

written texts, like yearbooks, can be used to understand Black girl voices, memory, and editorial power, 

studying how biomedical engineering can prevent ACL injuries in pediatrics, pursuing how financial literacy 

education could support youth aging out of the foster care system, detecting faults under Guatemala using 

ambient noise seismic surveys, and so much more.  

At the 11 th Annual SUROP Symposium in September 2025, 16 students presented poster projects that had been 

funded with Summer Undergraduate Research Opportunity Grants. In the Fall Symposium, 34 students 

presented their research projects alongside about 200 EUReka! students, featuring more than 90 projects in 

total. At the third annual Lightning Talks!, six students gave 3 - minute overviews of their in - progress research 

projects and received immediate feedback from faculty and peers.  

The 26 th Annual Symposium of Undergraduate Research & Creative Scholarship rounded out the academic year 

with nearly 275 students presenting more than 160 projects. Presenters included Undergraduate Research 

Associates, EUReka! students, Students Engaged in the Arts & Research (SEARCH) grantees, and many others 

who have invested their time and efforts into undergraduate research.  

 Did you receive this newsletter as a forward from a colleague? Have a new colleague who would like to learn more about UR&CS at 

UMKC? Please email Alicen Lundberg at lundberga@umkc.edu to receive information before Fall 2026 on submitting projects for UR 

Associates and other announcements. 

Friends of Undergraduate Research Emails  

mailto:lundberga@umkc.edu?subject=Friends%20of%20UR%20Email%20List
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Undergraduate Research Fellows  
By demonstrating significant involvement in the development, execution, and circulation of original 

research, 20 students graduating in 2026 were recognized with the Undergraduate Research Fellow 

designation at the Annual Symposium of Undergraduate Research & Creative Scholarship. This honor 

is recorded on students ’ official transcripts and is listed in the commencement program. Students may 

apply for this designation at any point in their undergraduate career. Applications are due on October 1 

for Fall semester and on March 1 for Spring semester.  

Hadil Alkhatib  
Biology  

Judy Batts  
Health Sciences 

and Spanish  

Xingyu Chen  
Biology and 

Chemistry  

Nicholas de 

Raad  
Biology and  

Chemistry  

Bianca  

Alessandra 

Paraiso Smith  
Biology: Clinical Lab 

Sciences  

Robert Songer  
History and Political 

Science  

Jocelyn Vang  
Dental Hygiene  

Nathan Vanzeyl  
Urban Planning + 

Design  

Alexandria 

Woerth  
History and English  

Evelyn Ho  
Biology  

David Keltner  
Physics and 

Mathematics & 

Statistics  

Lyba Khawar  
Psychology  

Semire 

Olatunde -

Salawu  
Electrical & 

Computer 

Ainsley  

Pickering  
Psychology and 

Criminal Justice & 

Criminology  

Sienna Ficken  
Biology  

John Zhu  
Music Composition  

Wylie Putnam  
Physics, Biology, 

and Chemistry  

Olivia Fritz  
Biology  

Nermeen  

Salamed  
Biology and  

Chemistry  

Johnny Diep  
Physics,  

Mathematics &  

Statistics, and 

Computer Science  
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Two Faculty Recognized for Excellence in Mentoring 
This year we honored two faculty members for Excellence in Mentoring Undergraduate 

Researchers, Scholars, and Artists.  

Dr. Stefan Lohfeld ’s research focuses on the 
design of biomaterials and medical devices for 
tissue regeneration and minimally invasive 
therapies. His approach to mentorship makes this 
research accessible and engaging, providing 
meaningful opportunities for undergraduate 
students to get hands - on experience in this 
innovative field. Dr. Lohfeld ’s students have been 
awarded SUROP grants and represented UMKC at 
the annual Undergraduate Research Day at the 
Capitol in Jefferson City. Colleagues and mentees 
describe him as enthusiastic, intentional, generous, 
and collaborative. He actively links students to 
opportunities that are tied to their career goals and 
development with a focus on their individual 
strengths. One of his current mentees states “Dr. 
Lohfeld supported my growth beyond any single 
project. He helped me think about how research fits 
into a broader academic and professional path and 
modeled how to approach challenges thoughtfully 
and realistically. Through working with him, I 
developed stronger communication skills, greater 
confidence in my ideas, and a clearer sense of how 
to engage productively in collaborative work. ”  

Dr. Maria Spletter ’s approach to mentorship is to 
integrate each student ’s perspective and energy 
into her research on how the regulation of RNA 
processing and alternative splicing defines the 
structure and function of muscles. Through her 
work as a mentor, Dr. Spletter cultivates capable, 
competent, and ethical scientists, able to craft their 
own research questions and have confidence in 
their abilities as researchers. Her students have 
been awarded SUROP and SEARCH grants, 
represented UMKC at the annual Undergraduate 
Research Day at the Capitol in Jefferson City, and 
earned the Undergraduate Research Fellow 
transcript designation. Dr. Spletter supports 
undergraduate students in presenting at national 
conferences; she includes them as coauthors on 
publications; and she encourages them to apply for 
external opportunities like the competitive Stowers 
Summer Internship program. In the words of one 
mentee, “Dr. Spletter immediately created an 
environment where curiosity was encouraged, and 
questions were welcomed. She took care to explain 
challenging concepts clearly and intentionally, 
making sure I developed a strong conceptual 
foundation. ”   

Dr. Stefan Lohfeld 
Associate Professor, Dentistry 

Dr. Maria Spletter 
Assistant Professor, Biology 
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SUROP Grants Awarded to 20 Projects  

Summer Undergraduate Research Opportunity (SUROP) grants were awarded to 20 student - led, 

faculty - mentored research projects. Students receive a $2,250 tuition grant and up to $1,500 for 

research expenses.  

Natalie Castilleja  
Geology, ’27  

“A Morphologic Study of Magmatic 

and Phreato - magmatic Features of 

Veiðivötn, Iceland for Risk Mitigation ” 

Mentor: Dr. Alison Graettinger  

Riley Cole  
Psychology and Health Sciences, ’26  

“Centering Indigenous Perspectives in 

Sexual Violence Screening Research ” 

Mentor: Dr. RaeAnn Anderson  

Taylor Cook  
Media, Art & Design, ’27  

“Reduction Ecologies: Printing the 

Vanishing Tallgrass ” 

Mentor: Prof. Zach Frazier  

Jordan Dilley  
Chemistry, ‘27  

“Using Positrons to Initiate Reactions 

in Flow Chemistry ” 

Mentor: Dr. David Van Horn  

Danny Faust  
Political Science and Mathematics & 

Statistics, ‘26  

“Money Builds Money: Using 

Preferential Attachment to Model 

Campaign Contributions ” 

Mentor: Dr. Greg Vonnahme  

Sienna Ficken  
Biology, ‘26  

“Cloning of Luciferase Reporters to 

quantitatively measure transgene 

expression and Bru1 Dosage 

Dependency ” 

Mentor: Dr. Maria Spletter  

 

 

Lila Alvarado  
Geology , ’27  

& 

Elizabeth Feldkamp  
Urban Planning + Design, ’28  

“Advancing Baroque - Era Earthquake -

Resistant Building Research in 

Antigua, Guatemala: An 

Interdisciplinary Approach to 

Archaeoseismology ” 

Mentor: Dr. Tina Niemi  

Sonja Bleier  
Geology, ’27  

& 

Maria VanBockern  
Environmental Science, Mathematics 

& Statistics, and Biology, ’26  

“Characterization of Magma 

Composition and Exploration of 

Extreme Magma - Sediment Mixing at 

Guffey Butte, Idaho Basalt Maar 

Complex ” 

Mentor: Dr. Alison Graettinger  

Nico Bradshaw  
Chemistry and Biology, ’27  

“Synthesis of Polycyclic Aromatic 

Hydrocarbons with Applications in 

Electronic Devices ” 

Mentor: Dr. Kathleen Kilway  

Gillian Calder  
String Bass Performance and Physics, 

’29  

“Developing Pedagogical Material for 

Double Bass Tuned in Fifths ” 

Mentor: Dr. Kája Lill  

 

 

 

 

Ryan Gilliland  
Biology and Chemistry, ‘26  

“LRP6 Wnt Signaling Hair Cell 

Regeneration on Zebrafish Lateral 

Line ” 

Mentor: Dr. Hillary McGraw  

McKenna Hood  
Biomedical Engineering, ‘28  

“ACL Injury Risk and Morphological 

parameters of the Knee Joint ” 

Mentor: Dr. Antonis Stylianou  

Clement Horlander  
Biomedical Engineering, ‘28  

“Conductive Supramolecular Hydrogel 

Created by Electrostatic Interactions 

and Hydrogen Bonding ” 

Mentor: Dr. Nicolas Muzzio  

Chelsea Knie  
Nursing, ‘29  

“KC Streetcar Transportation and 

Bikeshare Trends ” 

Mentor: Dr. Amanda Grimes  

Perry Liang  
Electrical & Computer Engineering, ‘28  

“Performance Characterization of a 

Multidimensional Strain Elastography 

Framework under Handheld 

Acquisition Conditions ” 

Mentor: Dr. Md “Ashik ” 

Ashikuzzaman  

Liam Neidig  
Mechanical Engineering, ‘27  

“Integrating an Infrared Telemetry 

Communication and Expandable 

Input/Output Infrastructure onto an 

Unmanned Aircraft System ” 

Mentor: Dr. Travis Fields  

Continued on pg. 11 > 
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Emily Shoemake  
History , ’27  

“Shoemake Family Oral History Project:  

The Memories That Transform Identity ” 

Mentor: Dr. Sandra Enríquez  

Alexander Stoll  
Biology, ’27  

“Sexual Dimorphism in Neuronal 

Hemilineages of the Fruit Fly ” 

Mentor: Dr. Haluk Lacin  

Kenna Ryals  
Chemistry , ’27  

“Electrochemical Study of Ni -

Catalyzed Carbon - Carbon Bond 

Formation ”  

Mentor: Dr. Mohammad Rafiee  

 

 

 

 

Maisie VanSlander  
English , ’26  

“Davina Anne Gabriel and Oral 

Histories of Kansas City ’s Transgender 

Rights Movement in the 1990s ” 

Mentor: Stuart Hinds, Curator of 

Special Collections & Archives  

Students will present their work at the SUROP Poster Symposium on Thursday, 

Sept. 3, 2026 in the first - floor lobby of Miller Nichols Learning Center.  

Developing an Entrepreneurial Mindset 
With support from an Entrepreneurship Innovation Grant (EIG), faculty mentors and students 

developed tools to connect undergraduate research experiences to career competencies, readiness, & 

goals. The following faculty mentors and students participated in this program, which was offered in 

collaboration with UMKC Career Services.  

 
 

Colin Monaghan  
Music Composition, 2028  

Elizabeth Moore  
Biomedical Engineering, 2027  

Key ’Rra Moore  
Psychology, 2026  

Student Cohort  
 

Andrew Custis  
Geology, 2027  

Jacqueline Gildo  
Business Administration, 2027  

Sugey Huerta  
English and Spanish, 2026  

 
 

Harryson Salcedo  
Media, Art & Design, 2026  

Jocelyn Vang  
Dental Hygiene, 2026  

 
 

Spencer Keralis  
Digital & Public Humanities  

University Libraries  

Dan McIntosh  
Physics  

Paul Rudy  
Music Composition  

 

Faculty Cohort  
 

Seth Fallik  
Criminal Justice & Criminology  

Zach Frazier  
Media, Art & Design  

Amanda Grimes  
Health Sciences  

Shannon Jackson  
Sociology & Anthropology   

 

 
 

Maria Spletter  
Biology  

Fengpeng Sun  
Earth & Environmental Science  

Alberto Villamandos  
World Languages & Cultures  

 

 

 

Faculty Fellow  
 

Paul Rulis  
Physics  

 

 

Hiring Soon! Peer Mentors who will help more students in developing career 

readiness and an entrepreneurial mindset.  

If you have an active researcher you think would excel in supporting their fellow students in this program next 

year, please nominate them by emailing Alicen Lundberg at lundberga@umkc.edu . 

mailto:lundberga@umkc.edu?subject=Peer%20Mentor%20Nomination

